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Creating jobs and boosting 
GDP 

Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through
diversification, technological upgrading and innovation, including
through a focus on high-value added and labour-intensive sectors

Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in
consumption and production and endeavour to decouple economic
growth from environmental degradation, in accordance with the 10-
year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and
production, with developed countries taking the lead
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Improving 
environmental 
quality for citizens

Increase water-use efficiency to address water scarcity. Reduce
pollution, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and
substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally

By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all 
kinds, in particular from land-based activities, including marine debris 
and nutrient pollution

Deforestation and desertification – caused by human activities and
climate change – pose major challenges to sustainable development
and have affected the lives and livelihoods of millions of people in the
fight against poverty.
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Promote resource and energy efficiency, sustainable infrastructure,
and providing access to basic services, green and decent jobs and a
better quality of life for all.

Ensuring responsible consumption 
and production  patterns

Achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all 
wastes throughout their life cycle and significantly reduce their release to 
air, water and soil in order to minimize their adverse impacts on human 
health and the environment



Circular Economy Package

Construction 
& Demolition 



Implementation 
since December 

2015…



Revised fertilisers regulation
Guidance for water planning

Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019
BREFs - industrial sectors

EMAS – EU Ecolabel Refit
False Green Claims – On-line sales of goods 

Legislative proposals on waste



Initiatives in the 
pipeline



EU-wide minimum requirements for 
urban waste water reuse for 

agriculture irrigation

*Encourage efficient, safe and cost-effective water re-use

*Increase the recycling of nutrients contained in waste
water in agriculture

*Contribute to growth and jobs creation by stimulating
innovative technologies and water infrastructure

Address water scarcity



Plastics Strategy
Improve economics and 

quality of plastic recycling
Reduce plastic waste

and littering

Investment and innovation International challenge



Interface Chemicals - Products - Waste 
Legislations

4 obstacles

• Insufficient information 
about substances of concern

• Presence of substances of 
concern in recycled materials

• Uncertainties about how 
materials can cease to be 
waste

• Difficulties in applying EU 
waste classification

Increase safety

Facilitate recycling

Improve uptake of 
secondary raw materials



Monitoring Framework
Assess the progress in the EU and its Member States 

EEA, Eurostat and MSs

Applicable to materials, products
and services

Circular economy contributing to 
SDGs, indicators consistency
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Circular Production and 
Consumption



Circular products

Embed circularity in the design of new products and 
the materials they are made of 

Deal with current and future materials which are 
not circular

Ecodesing Working Plan 2016-2019
 Durability
 Reparability
 Recyclability 15



Green Public Procurement
under the CE Action Plan

Circular economy aspects in criteria-setting

Support a greater uptake of GPP criteria by 
public authorities, e.g. by training

Commission to lead by example - in its own 
procurement, and by reinforcing the use of GPP in 
EU funding

16



EU Ecolabel: unique tool for a 
Circular Economy
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saving resources
sustainable sourcing
reduction of dangerous 
substances

reliable
easy to recognise
enables consumers to 
make conscious 
choices, without 
compromising on the 
quality of products

high quality 
recyclates

durable
easy to dismantle and 
recycle
limited packaging



Performance

Credibility

Transparency

Verification by an independent and
accredited third party

Transparent reporting based on defined 
indicators

EMAS: circular 
organisations

Systematic improvement of performance 
against significant environmental aspects.



improve the availability of clear, reliable and
comparable information on the environmental
performance of products and organisations

Product/Organisation
Environmental Footprint (PEF/OEF)

Communication:
Building the Single 
Market for Green 

Products

Commission 
Recommendation

PEF

OEF

Communication
principles

International
dialogue

UCPD
Guidance
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Potential use of Consumer Footprint

 support the end-consumer in reaching a more 
sustainable consumption

 support institutions in monitoring the consumers‘ 
shift to as more sustainable lifestyle and develop of 
better consumption-focused policies

 encourage companies that operate across borders to 
produce and promote more sustainable goods 
and services (by stimulating comparable consumer 
information and communication practices across 
markets)



Consumer Footprint - links to 10YFP 
CI-SCP

 10YFP CI-SCP co-leads, MAC members, partners and 
their respective networks the 10YFP CIP – expertise

 potential collaboration with members of 10YFP-SLE
 allows for better coordination

 offers a platform for discussion among stakeholders 
on global principles and targeted mobilisation of resources

 prevents duplicated effort or conflicting approaches



More to come in 2018 and beyond

• Options for a more sustainable Product Policy 
Framework

• Follow up to the Product/Organisational  
Environmental Footprint

• Circular economy 2.0



Learn more about the 
Circular Economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
circular-economy/index_en.htm 
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